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Social Media Policy
BUCFC wishes to ensure, as far as possible, that all internet and social media postings relating to the club are acceptable. To achieve this, we require all users to access conduct themselves responsibly and respectfully on social media at all times. Everyone should be aware that a breach of this Policy will be viewed as serious misconduct and will entitle the club committee to take disciplinary action against the relevant player, official, parent/carer or any family relations.
The Child Protection in Sport Unit has produced guidance to ensure that sports clubs are doing all they can to ensure children and young people are safeguarded from harm when using internet and social media.  E-mail is also subject to national law, in particular the Computer Misuse Act, Copyright Act, Data Protection Act and the law of libel.  Care should be taken with the content of messages and derogatory remarks about another player, official, club or league or unacceptable. The same rule applies to indecent, sexist, racist or obscene remarks.

BUCFC Statement on Social Media Usage in the “Closed Group”

We encourage the use of our Closed Facebook Group as a way of sharing information and good news stories about our club and its members. However, we are legally obliged to follow the SYFA /SWF Social Media Usage Policy and to share their policy with all our club members.
Access to the BUCFC Closed Facebook Group is given to club officials, associates, coaches, players and parents/guardians of players. The Facebook Group is set to “closed” to allow its users to post comments with the reassurance of a certain degree of privacy.  It is set to “closed” to protect our players as per the SYFA/SWF Child Protection Policy.  Users of the group should adhere to this and follow the SYFA/SWF Social Media Policy. A breach of these policies is considered as serious misconduct.

When posting, please consider your audience and the group’s members very carefully. Respect should always be given to other volunteers who made your post/event/achievement possible. If you are going to give praise or thanks, please ensure you are not causing offence by “missing someone out”. We are one club. A lot of our members are children, and consideration should be given to the content of any post. There should be no bad language and contain no references to drugs, alcohol or gambling.

We understand that some topics can become the subject of heated debates. If you choose to comment on such posts, please remember our volunteers give up their time to allow your child to play football and that should always be respected. Sometimes it is better to agree to disagree, or to continue the discussion face to face in a more civilised manner away from an audience.

It should be noted we approve all our Facebook Group posts prior to posting. We do not approve any posts we consider offensive. Should we receive any complaints we will remove the offending post and discuss this with the parties involved, with a view to resolving any issues.  We may ask you to edit your post before approval, if it breaches the BUCFC or SYFA/SWF Social Media Policies.

We consider the passing of information from this group to others outside the club, which may be used to cause offence to the club or one of its members, completely unacceptable behaviour.

Membership to the group is subject to review and/or termination at any time, at the discretion of the creators/operators of the group.  We can at any time remove any user from this Facebook group who we believe could bring harm or cause offence to the club and/or its members.  We can at any time remove any user who we feel has a conflict of interests between BUCFC and any other organisation.

 BUCFC statement on other social media outlets  

The use of any social media platform by club members, about the club must adhere to SYFA/SWF social media policies and be supervised by the club. Parents / volunteers will be protected by BUCFC social media policy within messenger that are regulated by BUCFC officials only. BUCFC will regulate and monitor only messenger chats that are classed Official club messenger chats, any chat not with the official banner in title BUCFC will not take responsibility for or listen to any complaints on. 

While chatting on Social Media consider your audience, always mind your language and remember to be civil. Failure to follow these guidelines can lead to people being removed from chats and alternative information plans put in place for you by team secretary. Removal from chats will be monitored by chat administers who are club officials. Removal from chats may mean disciplinary issues taking place against the person removed from chats.

The club’s Twitter feed will be used, monitored and regulated by club officials. It will be used in accordance with BUCFC/SYFA/SWF social media policy at all times.
Any user who strongly disagrees with an action taken by BUCFC (removal of posts, blocking of members etc) is asked to please contact us by email at bucfc1@hotmail.co.uk. The situation will be addressed in a fair manner. It is inevitable that we won’t be able to please everyone and as such may stand by our original decision with no further discussion given.

BUCFC reserve the right to update and/or amend this policy as the needs of the group dictate, as to ensure the wellbeing and reputation of the club and its members.
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